FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 10th, 2025
Palomar Faculty Federation Responds to President/Superintendent Rivera-Lacy Resignation Amid Escalating Politicization of College Governance
San Marcos, CA - The Palomar Faculty Federation (PFF), AFT Local 6161, issues this statement in response to the resignation of Palomar College President/Superintendent Star Rivera-Lacey, who has announced she will leave the district effective November 30, 2025 to serve as Deputy Chancellor/Provost at Riverside Community College.
Rivera-Lacey’s departure comes in the midst of escalating turmoil and growing partisan influence within the Palomar Community College District. A newly appointed activist conservative majority on the Board of Trustees has pursued policies aimed at dismantling shared governance, reversing diversity, equity, and inclusion commitments, and centralizing ideological control in ways aligned with broader national efforts to politicize public education systems.
Over the past year, this Board majority has accelerated actions to weaken long-standing DEI and antiracism frameworks, insert partisan ideology into academic oversight, and collapse structures of collaborative governance between faculty, staff, and administration. These actions reflect a pattern now emerging across the country in which public educational institutions are used as targets and vehicles for political power rather than protected as nonpartisan public service institutions.
Brown Act Concerns and Governance Breakdown
On October 21, 2025, PFF formally filed a Cease and Desist notice to the Board of Trustees citing a Brown Act violation. The Board has not acknowledged the complaint nor issued any response.
At the November 5, 2025 Board meeting, Board President Kaiser and Trustee Patacsil appeared via Zoom and turned off their cameras during public comment from students and faculty, only turning them back on after the public’s testimony concluded, potentially constituting additional Brown Act violations regarding participation and visibility in remote governance. During the same meeting, Trustee Acosta pulled out her cell phone and recorded community speakers while avoiding eye contact and performatively acting as if she was not actively listening. These behaviors demonstrate a pattern of disregard for lawful transparency, public process, and respectful democratic participation.
Stakes
President Rivera-Lacey’s departure now grants the Board unilateral control to appoint an interim President/Superintendent and select the next permanent leader.
PFF Position
PFF calls for:
· Transparent, legally compliant, and participatory governance in selecting interim and permanent leadership
· Respect for the contractual role of faculty in shared governance as required under Title 5 and Education Code
· Protection of diversity, equity, anti-racism, and civil rights commitments necessary to fulfill the core mission of the California Community College system and serve all students equitably.
PFF calls upon the San Diego region, statewide CCC leadership, legislators, accreditors, and national higher education media to recognize Palomar College as a bellwether case of politicization and institutional destabilization now unfolding in real time.
Faculty, students, and our communities deserve and demand a public college rooted in educational mission, not political ideology. 
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